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Foreword

In the pursuit of fostering a healthier and more balanced 
educational journey, we present this initiative aimed at reducing 
the weight of school bags. Education is the cornerstone of progress 
and it is our responsibility to ensure that the pursuit of knowledge 
is accompanied by the wellbeing of students.

As a first step, to reduce the burden of heavy bags, the   
School  Education Department, Government of Karnataka 
has decided to print semester-wise textbooks in 2 parts i.e.,  
Summative Assessment 1 and 2. This intervention will help 
significantly in reducing the weight of school bags.

This Endeavour signifies a paradigm shift, acknowledging  
the strain posed by bulky bags on students. 

 Manjushree. N. IAS
 Managing Director

Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)
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  The Textbook Society, Karnataka has been engaged in producing new textbooks 
according to the new syllabi which in turn are designed on NCF - 2005 since June 
2010. Textbooks are prepared in 12 languages; seven of them serve as the media of 
instruction. From standard 1 to 4 there is the EVS, mathematics and 5th to 10th 
there are three core subjects namely mathematics, science and social science.
NCF - 2005 has a number of special features and they are :
	 connecting knowledge to life activities.

•	 learning to shift from rote methods.
•	 enriching the curriculum beyond textbooks.
•	 learning experiences for the construction of knowledge.
•	 making examinations flexible and integrating them with classroom experiences.
•	 caring concerns within the democratic policy of the country.
•	 making education relevant to the present and future needs.
•	 softening the subject boundaries-integrated knowledge and the joy of learning.
•	 Making the child the constructor of knowledge.

	 The new books are produced based on three fundamental approaches namely.
Constructive approach, Spiral Approach and Integrated approach.
	 The learner is encouraged to think, engage in activities, master skills and 
competencies. The materials presented in these books are integrated with values. The 
new books are notexamination oriented in their nature. On the other hand they help 
the learner in the all round development of his/her personality, thus help him/her 
become a healthy member of a healthy society and a productive citizen of this great 
country, India.
	 The most important objectives of teaching language are listening, speaking, 
reading, writing and reference work. These skills have been given a lot of importance 
in all the language textbooks. along with the inculcation of these skills, fundamental 
grammar, opportunities for learners to appreciate beauty and imbibe universal 
life values have been integrated in language textbooks. When learners master 
these competencies, they would stop studying textbooks for the sake of passing 
examinations. In order to help learners master these competencies, a number of 
paired and group activities, assignments and project work have been included in the 
textbooks. It is expected that these activities would help learner master communicative 
skills. Ultimately, it is expected that students master the art of learning to learn and 
make use of these competencies in real life.

	 The Textbook Society expresses grateful thanks to the chairpersons, writers, 
scrutinisers, artists, staff of DIETs and CTEs and the members of the Editorial Board 
and printers in helping the Text Book Society in producing these textbooks. A few 
works of some writers and poets have been included in these textbooks. The textbook 
society is extremely grateful to them for giving their consent for the inclusion of these 
pieces in the textbooks. 

PREFACE

G S Mudambadithaya
Co-ordinator

Curriculum Revision and  
Textbook Preparation                      

Karnataka Textbook Society®
Bengaluru, Karnataka

Nagendra Kumar
Managing Director

Karnataka Textbook Society®
Bengaluru, Karnataka 
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Foreword
This book has been prepared according to the NCF 2005 for learning 

English as a Second Language at Class 5.

The learners are exposed to the English language for four years, from 
classes 1 to 4. With this exposure, they are in a position to learn the language 
holistically. NCF 2005 envisages two as fold goals of language learning - 
attainment of basic proficiency and an instrument for interpersonal relationships.

The eight units, which consists of a prose passage and a poem in each, have 
been designed for incorporating the above said goals. At the same time continuous 
and comprehensive evaluation should be carried out in the classroom.
Each unit in this book is organized as follows:
Warm up Activity : This is the first section in each unit. It is an entry point to the 
lesson. It prepares the learners to become familiar with the theme of the lesson.
Prose : This is the actual reading passage. 
Words to know : This section gives meanings for new words that children 
encounter in the passage. 
Vocabulary : This section is aimed at practising vocabulary items.
Comprehension questions – Level 1: Comprehension questions that check 
factual understanding of the lesson are given here.
Comprehension questions – Level 2: Comprehension questions that develop 
higher order skills such as interpreting, classifying, relating to real-life, etc. are 
given in this section. Children need to discuss these questions in groups and 
then respond to them. This may be  done as an oral activity, or if children are 
capable of writing, they may be encouraged to also write answers to the questions 
discussed in 3-4 sentences.  In some of the units, this section has hints that 
enable learners to discuss/write longer answers. 
Language exercises: Here, an attempt is made to develop children’s knowledge 
about language i.e to develop their grammatical competence.
Poetry: Each unit includes a poem and a few activities related to the poem. 

This text is accompanied with work book, where there are a number of 
activities, which help the children to develop their proficiency in language. It is 
hoped that this book will help learners to become independent and confident 
users of the language. 

Hope children enjoy using this book! 
Teachers, allow the learners to experience the joy of learning. Speak in 

English, so that they listen to the target language. Provide ample opportunities to 
speak so they acquire the proficiency in communicating. Facilitate the learners 
in completing the exercises, which will not hinder the language learning. We 
learn a language through use.

			   Ratan Gopinath
			   Chairperson
			   Textbook Committee
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About the Revision of Textbooks

Honourable Chief Minister Sri Siddaramaiah who is also the 
Finance Minister of Karnataka, in his response to the public opinion 
about the new textbooks from standard I to X, announced, in his 
2014-15 budget speech of constituting an expert-committee, to look 
into the matter. He also spoke of the basic expectations there in, 
which the textbook experts should follow: “The textbooks should 
aim at inculcating social equality, moral values, development of 
personality, scientific temper, critical acumen, secularism and the 
sense of national commitment”, he said.

Later, for the revision of the textbooks from class I to X, the 
Department of Education constituted twenty seven committees and 
passed an order on 24-11-2014. The committees so constituted were 
subject and class-wise and were in accordance with the standards 
prescribed. Teachers who are experts in matters of subjects and 
syllabi were in the committees.

There were already many complaints and analyses about the 
textbooks. So, a freehand was given in the order dated 24-11-2014 
to the responsible committees to examine and review text and even 
to prepare new text and revise if necessary. Eventually, a new order 
was passed on 19-9-2015 which also gave freedom even to re-write 
the textbooks if necessary. In the same order, it was said that the 
completely revised textbooks could be put to force from 2017-18 
instead of 2016-17.

Many self inspired individuals and institutions, listing out the 
wrong information and mistakes there in the text, had sent them 
to the Education Minister and to the Textbook Society. They were 
rectified. Before rectification we had exchanged ideas by arranging 
debates. Discussions had taken place with Primary and Secondary 
Education Teachers’ Associations. Questionnaires were administered 
among teachers to pool up opinions. Separate meetings were held 
with teachers, subject inspectors and DIET Principals. Analytical 
opinions had been collected. To the subject experts of science, social 
science, mathematics and languages, textbooks were sent in advance 
and later meetings were held for discussions. Women associations 
and science related organisations were also invited for discussions. 
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Thus, on the basis of inputs received from various sources, the 
textbooks have been revised where ever necessary.

Another important aspect has to be shared here. We constituted 
three expert committees. They were constituted to make suggestions 
after making a comparative study of the texts of science, mathematics 
and social science subjects of central schools (NCERT), along with 
state textbooks. Thus, the state text books have been enriched based 
on the comparative analysis and suggestions made by the experts. 
The state textbooks have been guarded not to go lower in standards 
than the textbooks of central schools. Besides, these textbooks have 
been examined along side with the textbooks of Andhra Pradesh, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra states.

Another clarification has to be given here. Whatever we have 
done in the committees is only revision, it is not the total preparation 
of the textbooks. Therefore, the structure of the already prepared 
textbooks have in no way been affected or distorted. They have 
only been revised in the background of gender equality, regional 
representation, national integrity, equality and social harmony. 
While doing so, the curriculum frames of both central and state have 
not been transgressed. Besides, the aspirations of the constitution 
are incorporated carefully. Further, the reviews of the committees 
were once given to higher expert committees for examination and 
their opinions have been inculcated into the textbooks.

Finally, we express our grateful thanks to those who strived in 
all those 27 committees with complete dedication and also to those 
who served in higher committees. At the same time, we thank all the 
supervising officers of the Textbook Society, who sincerely worked 
hard in forming the committees and managed to see the task reach 
its logical completion. We thank all the members of the staff who co-
operated in this venture. Our thanks are also to the subject experts 
and to the associations who gave valuable suggestions.

Sri. M.P. Madegowda                               
Managing Director                         

Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)           
Bengaluru.                                       

Prof. Baraguru Ramachandrappa                                 
Chairman-in-Chief                         

State Textbook Revision Committees
Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)               

Bengaluru.                                       
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Unit - 1 : Prose
Love for Animals

Warm-Up Activity:

Task A: Fill in the boxes with letters so that you get 
the names of animals. One has been done for you.  

O
O

O
O

M O N K E Y
O

O O
O O

Task B: Discuss in groups how animals are helpful 
to us. After you discuss write down in the space 
provided the names of the animals and how they are 
useful to us.

Sl.
No.

Animal
 	How is it useful to us?
(usefulness)

Ex.1 Ox ploughs the field

2
3
4
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The school bell rings. It is 4.15 in the evening. Lucy and 
Nithin are returning home from school. They see a man 
walking with his pet dog. The man is trying to tell his dog 
something. The dog seems to be answering him by barking. 
Watching this, Lucy remembers Ramana Maharshi. 

Lucy	 :	 Do you know anything about Bhagavan 
Ramana Maharshi?

Nithin	 :	 No, I don’t. What’s special about him?

Lucy 	 :	 Sri Bhagavan Ramana Maharshi loved 
animals and birds.

Nithin	 :	 Can you tell me more about Ramana 
Maharshi?

Lucy	 :	 Listen. Even animals were attracted to him. 
He spoke to them just as he would speak 
with people.
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Nithin	 :	 You mean,  just like the  man we saw talking 
to his dog?

Lucy	 :	 Yes, he called the dogs, “boys”. He used to 
say, “Are the boys eating their food?”

Nithin	 :	 Really?

Lucy	 :	 Yes, and he called his cow Lakshmi. He used 
to say, “Give Lakshmi some rice”.

Nithin	 :	 Where did he keep all these animals?

Lucy	 :	 These animals lived in his ashram. He always 
fed the animals and birds first. He ate only 
after feeding them.

Nithin	 :	 Even birds?

Lucy 	 :	 Yes, Ramana Maharshi called the peacocks 
by making sounds of their cries. Then they 
would go to him and eat the peanuts, rice 
and mangoes from his hands.

Nithin	 :	 That’s interesting. Lucy, will you please tell 
me more interesting stories about Ramana 
Maharshi and animals?

Lucy	 : 	Yes,  listen. One day, Maharshi was sitting 
on a hillside. A snake crawled over his legs. 
He didn’t move nor show any fear. Later,  
someone asked him what he felt like when 
the snake crawled over his legs. He replied, 
“Cool and soft”.
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Nithin	 :	 My God! I would have cried and run away. 
Did anyone kill the snakes in the ashram?

Lucy	 :	 Ramana Maharshi never allowed people to 
kill snakes in his ashram. He said, “ We have 
come to their home and we have no right to 
trouble them. They do not trouble us.” Oh! 
We are nearing our homes. I will continue 
the story tomorrow.

Nithin	 :	 Yes. Thanks a lot. Who told you all these 
stories?

Lucy	 :	 My grandmother knows a lot of stories. She 
tells us stories every day. Bye.

Nithin	 :	 That’s wonderful ! Tell me more tomorrow. 
See you, bye.
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Words to know
attracted 	 : a feeling of liking somebody 
ashram 	 : a place where hermits live
cries 	 : (Here) sounds made by birds and animals 
interesting 	: 	a feeling to know more about something 
crawl 	 : move slowly on the belly 
trouble 	 : a problem or difficulty 
wonderful 	 : great 

Vocabulary

V1	 Give the opposites of the following words. 

1. 	 more	 X 

2. 	 remember	 X

3. 	 always	 X

4. 	 first 	 X

5. 	 soft   	 X

6. 	 near	 X

V2	 Match the words in column A with the names in  
	 column B. 
               A                                 B 
	 1. 	 sage 	 -	 Lucy and Nithin 	 (     )
	 2. 	 boys 	 -	 Lakshmi 	 (     )
	 3. 	 cow 	 -	 Ramana Maharshi	 (     )
	 4. 	 storyteller 	 -	 dogs 	 (     )
	 5. 	 friends 	 -	 grandmother 	 (     )
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V3 	Find one word for each of the following from 
	 the lesson.

	 1.	 coming back

	 2.	 slow movement of the snake

	 3.	 a place where sages live.

Comprehension

C1	 Answer the following.

	 1.	 Where were Lucy and  Nithin going? 

	 2. 	What did they see?

	 3. 	Why  were the animals attracted towards 
Maharshi?

	 4.	 Where did Ramana Maharshi keep the animals? 

	 5.	 What happened one day when he was sitting by 
the hillside? 

	 6.	 How did he feed the peacocks? 

	 7.	 Why did Ramana Maharshi not allow anyone to 
kill snakes?

	 8.	 Who told stories to Lucy?
C2	 Discuss with your friends and answer the 

following questions in four to six sentences each.

1. 	 Describe Ramana Maharshi’s love for animals.

2.   What did Ramana Maharshi say about killing 
of snakes ? 
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Language Exercises

L1	 Fill in the blanks with the ‘____ ing’ form of the 
verbs given in the box. Check the spelling of the 
new words. 

             play,    swim,    read,    dance,    run 

1.	 The boys are _________

2.	 I like _________cricket. 

3.	 The fish is _________in the water. 

4.	 Nalini is ________the newspaper. 

5.	 The girls are _________

L2	 Rearrange the words to frame meaningful 
sentences. 

      All the sentences begin with ‘Ramana Maharshi’. 

1.	 sage / a / Ramana Maharshi / was

2.	 animals and birds/ Ramana Maharshi / loved 

3.	 people / to kill / never allowed / snakes / Ra-
mana Maharshi

4.	 first / animals/ fed / the / Ramana Maharshi

L3	 Sit in pairs and exchange your ideas about the 
pet animals you have at home. Make sure you 
use present tense while doing so. 
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L4	 Speech sounds.

Sound that ‘ring’ : m, n and ng. Say  a long ‘ng’. 
Where  is the back part of your tongue?	

Practise making ‘ng’ sound - ‘ring’.

Now, say these lines aloud.

Ding - dong!	 Sing a song!

Drumming, humming, humming, drumming.
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Poetry

The Elephant

The elephant’s big!

The elephant’s grey!

The elephant walks

For miles each day.

			   His trunk is long

			   And O what fun!

			   When it comes out

			   For a cake or bun.
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The elephant’s big
His ears are wide,
His back is broad
For all to ride.

			   The elephant’s big!

			   He’s kind too.

			   He carries the children

			   Round the zoo.

Words to know

wide 	: 	 broad

ride 	 : 	 to travel on, ¸ÀªÁj ªÀiÁqÀÄ

kind 	: 	 helpful, caring 

Comprehension

C1	 Answer the following questions.

	 1.	 What colour is the elephant?

	 2. 	How long does the elephant walk each day?

	 3. 	How is the elephant’s trunk?

	 4. 	What does the trunk come out for?

	 5. 	Many people can ride on the elephant. Why?

	 6. 	Where does the elephant take the children?

	 7. 	Say the following pairs of words together:
		  grey-day,	   fun-bun,	     wide-ride,     too-zoo.
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Activity

A1 	Complete the dotted picture of the elephant 
given below. Write the names of the different 
parts. Discuss with your partner and make four 
sentences. One is done for you. 

	

	 1. 	  The elephant has small eyes. 

	 2.	

	 3.	

	 4. 	

	 5. 	

Animals are my friends and I don’t hunt my friends.                                       
                                             - George Bernard Shaw
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Unit - 2 : Prose

True Friendship

cunning, helpful, angry, understanding, bad, 
generous, kind, rude, sensitive, impatient 

Warm-up Activity:

	 Task A	:		All of us have friends. Who is your close 
friend? What is special about your friend? 
Share it with your partner.

	 Task B: 	Listen to your teacher, reading the  
story of Krishna and  Sudhama. (Listening 
text on page 24)

	 Task C:	 Remember the story of Krishna and 
Sudhama. Underline the words  in the given 
box that refer to the qualities of a good 
friend.  

	 Once upon a time in the city of Syracuse lived two 
friends, Damon and Pythias. Both of them were lovers of 
truth. However, their king, Dionysius was an evil-minded 
ruler. One day, the king heard that Pythias had called him 
cruel and had  said something against him. So he got very 
angry. He announced that Pythias would be punished for 
this and hanged.
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	 (In the court of King Dionysius. Dionysius is on the 
throne. Pythias’ hands are tied behind. Soldiers are on his 
either side.)   

Pythias	 :	O King! Please allow me to go and 
meet my old mother and my sister, 
before I die. I must arrange for my 
sister’s marriage and bid goodbye to 
my mother. After that I will return. 
This is my last wish.

King Dionysius	 :	Impossible , I cannot grant your wish. 
How can I be sure that you will return? 

        (Damon enters the scene)
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Damon 	 :	Sir, I’m Damon and a true friend of 
Pythias. Please let him go to fulfil his 
last wish. I will remain in your custody 
until he returns. 

King Dionysius	 :	All right Pythias, but on one condition.  
I will fix the day and the hour of your 
return. If you do not return in time, 
your friend Damon will have to die 
instead of you.

	 So, Pythias was granted his last wish. He went home, 
completed his work and hurried back to Syracuse. He 
had to face many dangers and so he was delayed. On the 
fixed day, Pythias had not returned. As a result, Damon 
was taken to be hanged. 

	 (In the court of King Dionysius. Dionysius is on the 
throne. Damon’s hands are tied behind. Soldiers are on 
his either side.)   

King Dionysius	 :	Where is your friend now, Damon? He 
has left you here to die. I’m certain that 
he will not return. You are a fool to be 
here, in his place. 

Damon	 :	You are mistaken. I know that Pythias 
will keep his promise. He will be back 
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in time. Even if he does not come back, 
I will be happy to die in his place as  I 
love him dearly. 

( Pythias  enters  the court hall running, gasping for breath. 
Damon embraces Pythias and weeps)

Pythias 	 :	I have come, please do not kill 
Damon. I have come back to take the 
punishment. Please hang me. 

Damon	 :	No, please hang me. If he were to be 
late, then I would have been hanged. 
So I am to be punished. 

(Both of them argued for some time. At last ….)  
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King Dionysius 	:	Never in my life have I seen such 

friendship. Both of you have kept  

your promises. I am happy to know 

that such friendship exists. I set you 

both free!

Words to know:

Syracuse (¹gÁPÀÄå¸ï): 	a city in ancient Greece 

Pythias	 :	 ¦vÁå¸ï

evil-minded 	 : 	 having bad or cruel thoughts 

impossible 	 : 	 something that cannot happen

certain	 : 	 sure 

fulfil	 : 	 to do what is hoped for 

loyalty 	 : 	 staying firm in friendship

execution	 : 	 putting to death 

Vocabulary 

V1	 Fill in the blanks with the words given in the box. 

 delayed, evil-minded, promises, break his word,   
  imprisoned, delighted	  

1.	 Dionysius was an __________ ruler. 
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2.	 Damon was to be __________ until Pythias 

returned. 

3.	 Pythias faced many dangers while he was 

returning and was _________.

4.	 Damon was sure that his friend would 

never_________.

5.	 Pythias and Damon kept their _________. 

V2	 State whether the following statements are true 

or false. Write ‘T’ for correct and ‘F’ for incorrect 

sentences in the space provided. Correct and 

rewrite the incorrect sentences. 

1.	 Damon and Pythias were lovers of truth. (	 ) 

2.	 Dionysius was a kind ruler. (   ) 

3.	 Damon wanted to settle his family affairs before 

he died. (   ) 

4.	 The king was sure that Pythias would  

return. (   ) 

5.	 Damon was ready to die for his friend. (   )

6.	 Pythias reached in time to save his friend.	 (   ) 
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Comprehension

C1	 Answer the following questions. 

1.	 Where did Damon and Pythias live? 

2.	 Who was the ruler of Syracuse? 

3.	 Why did the king want to punish Pythias? 

4.	 What did Pythias wish to fulfil before he died? 

5.	 What was the condition laid down by the king? 

6.	 Why was Pythias delayed while returning? 

7.	 What did both the friends argue over?

8.	 Why did the king set both of them free?

C2 	Discuss with your friends the following questions 

and answer each of them in four to six sentences.

1.	 How do you know that Damon and Pythias were 

good friends? Give some examples from the story.

2.	 What made the king change his decision at the 

end?
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Language Exercises

L1	 Discuss in pairs and fill in the table with the 
things that you find in your house. One is done 
for you. 

Drawing
Room

Kitchen Bathroom Bedroom

stove

table	 pillow

soap

L2	 Write about yourself in complete sentences. 

	 My name : ________________________________________

	 My father’s name : ________________________________

	 My mother’s name : _______________________________

	 My date of birth 	: ________________________________

	 My place of birth : ________________________________

	 My school’s name: ________________________________
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L3	 Speech sounds

‘U’ as in ‘up’.

See that your teeth are kept well apart.

Say :-

Get up early, take a tub;

Scrub yourself and briskly rub 

Mug of milk and buttered bun;

Kiss your mother, off you run.

I say ‘mug’ not ‘moog’.

Do not say ‘toob’ but ‘tub’.

Now, say these words aloud.

upon, punish, must, until, return, result.
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Poetry

Friends
How good to lie a little while 
And look up through the tree!             
The sky is like a kind big smile
Bent sweetly over me.

The sunshine flickers through 
the lace
Of leaves above my head,
And kisses me upon the face
Like Mother, before bed.

The wind comes stealing o’er 
the grass
To whisper pretty things;
And though I cannot see him 
pass,
I feel his careful wings.

So many gentle friends are near
Whom one can scarcely see,
A child should never feel a fear
Wherever he may be.

 Abbie Farwell Brown
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Words to know

lie 		  :	 to sleep on the backface upwards 

flickers 	 :	 shines dimly 

lace 	 :	 a decorative cloth which is made by weaving 

steal 	 :	 to take something without permission

whisper 	:	 to speak quietly, in a low voice

gentle 	 :	 mild and kind

scarcely 	:	 rarely 

Comprehension

C1	 Discuss with your partner and answer the 

following questions. 

1.	 What does the child like to do? 

2. 	 What is the rhyming word for ‘lace’ in the second 

stanza? 

3.	 Why does the wind come to the child? 

4.	 Who are some of the gentle friends of the child 

in the poem? 

5. 	 What does the sky look like? 

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



23

C2	 Match the words in column A with those in 
column B.

	                 A                                      B
1. 	 lie a little while	 a) 	 whispers pretty things

2. 	sky	 b)  	 are near, whom one can  	
	      	 scarcely see

3. 	sunshine	 c)  	 and  look up through the 	
	      	 tree

4. 	wind	 d)  	 flickers through the 	 	
		  lace of leaves

5. 	gentle friends	 e)	 is like a kind, big smile

Activity

A1	 Fill in the letters to complete the crossword 
puzzle. Use the pictures as clues. 
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Listening Text

Friends : Krishna and Sudhama

Lord Krishna and Sudhama were childhood friends 
who had been at Sandipani’s  Gurukula as boys.  As time 
passed, the friends went their separate ways. Sudhama 
and his family lived in  utter poverty.

One day, Sudhama’s wife said “Why don’t you go 
and meet Krishna, Lord of Dwaraka? He will surely help 
you if he loves you as a friend.” Sudhama felt bad at the 
thought of asking Krishna for help, but he decided to go as 
he wanted to meet his beloved friend. He wanted to carry 
some small gift for Krishna, so his wife gave him a small 
bundle of ‘Poha’ (beaten rice or avalakki ) and Sudhama 
set off on his journey. 

After a tiring journey, Sudhama reached Krishna’s 
palace. He waited before he went in, as he was not sure if 
Krishna would remember him. Just then, Krishna rushed 
forward and hugged Sudhama. He washed Sudhama’s feet 
with his own hands. People were surprised and wondered 
who Krishna’s poor guest was. 

They chatted happily about their childhood days. 
Krishna teased  Sudhama saying, “What present have 
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you brought for me?” When Sudhama was a little shy to 
give him the bundle of poha, Krishna said, “The gift that 
you bring with such love means more to me than the 
most expensive gift in the world.” Thus saying, he pulled 
out the little bundle from Sudhama’s hands and opened 
it. “Oh! It’s poha, my favourite food” he said and started 
eating it with joy.

Sudhama spent the night at the palace and returned 
home the next morning. He realized that he did not ask 
Krishna for any help, but was very happy at the treatment 
he had been given. But what was he going to tell his wife?

Sudhama was in for a surprise. As he neared his 
house he saw that his old hut was transformed into a 
beautiful, big house. His wife and children came out to 
welcome him dressed in fine clothes. It was then that 
Sudhama realised that all this wealth was because of 
Lord Krishna and the friendship they shared. 

Hard Work : 
Work hard to acquire knowledge, skills and wisdom.

Swami Vivekananda
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	              Unit - 3 : Prose

The Child Who Saved the Forest

fruits

den

firewood

Warm- up Activity:
Task 1: Form a big circle. Start running in the circle. 
The teacher will say the name of an animal. If it is the 
name of a wild animal clap twice, if it is the name of 
a domestic animal clap once.

Task 2 : Discuss in pairs how forests are useful to 
us. Later, mention at least two things that forests give 
us under each category. One has been done for you.

a) Food items : _________, _________, _________

b)  Shelter to animals: _________, _________, _________

c)  Fuel / other things: __________, ________, ____________

1. Prem lived with his parents in a small village near 
Bandipur forest. He had the good habit of taking an 
evening walk in the forest. After some days, he became 
friendly with the animals and birds in the forest.

2.  One day, he came home from school looking sad. 
His mother asked, “What is the matter Prem?” He replied, 
“Ma, I have heard that many trees in the forest will be cut 
down. Where will the animals and birds go if the trees 
are cut?”
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3. His mother knew that Prem loved trees, birds, 
animals and flowers so she said, “Why don’t you go to 
the forest with your friend Nasrin? Find out what has 
happened exactly.” 

4. Prem took his friend Nasrin with him to the forest. 
They walked to their most favourite place in the forest. As 
they sat on the rock and looked around, Heera, the deer, 
came sprinting towards them.

5. Nasrin asked Prem, “What’s the matter? Why is 
the deer looking sad?” Prem replied that the trees in that 
forest would soon be cut down. And Heera must have 
heard about this. Both thought for a while, about where 
these animals would go.
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6. Then, Prem looked at Nasrin and asked, “How can 
we stop the cutting down of trees?” Nasrin replied, “We 
will approach the authorities concerned to stop the cut-
ting down of trees.” Both of them were very happy and 
returned to Prem’s house.

7. Prem told his mother about their plan. Prem asked 
his mother, “But who shall we complain to?”Mother 
replied, “Of course, to the President of Gramasabha”.

8. Prem wrote a letter to the President of Gramsabha  
and requested his parents and their friends to sign on 
it. They also took signatures of the people in the local  
community and those residing in nearby villages. Prem 
sent the letter to the President of Gramsabha. Very soon, 
he got a reply from the President of Gramsabha.
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9. Dear Prem, “We are happy about the love you have 
shown towards nature. Your request for not cutting down 
trees in the forest has been accepted. We have decided 
not to cut down the trees in the forest. Now the plants, 
animals and birds will be safe”.

	

You may give this good news to all your friends and 
villagers.

	 Yours sincerely,
	 Smt. Rukmini Ramaiah

	 President of Gramasabha            

	 10. That evening Prem went back to the village and 

assured the villagers that nothing would happen to the 

forest and the animals. 
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Words to Know:

sprinting	 : 	 running very fast

authority	 : 	 people who have power

complain	 : 	 express dissatisfaction about something

delighted	 : 	 happy

appreciate	: 	 praise

Vocabulary

V1 	Find one word for each of the following from the 

lesson.

1.	 a place where wild animals live

2.	 a thing or person liked very much

3.	 to come back

4.	 to write back

5.	 where there is no danger

V2	 Rearrange the letters to get names of different 

trees.

	 1.	 k a o

	 2.	 b b o a m o
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	 3.	 m a l p

	 4.	 m e n e

	 5.	 e p i n

	 6	 u c a e p y l t u s 

Comprehension

C1 	Answer the following questions in two or three 

sentences each. 

1.	 Where did Prem and his family live?

2.	 Why was Prem sad?

3.	 What did Prem and his friend Nasrin do to solve 

the problem?

4.	 Whom did they write the letter to?

5.	 What was the complaint about?

6.	 Who signed the complaint?

7.	 What did the president of gramsabha  write back to Prem?

C2	 Discuss with your friends and answer the 
following questions in four to six sentences each.

1. Describe Prem’s love for the forest and the animals.

2. How did the president of gramsabha   praise Prem?

3. What do you learn from this lesson? 
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Language Exercises

L1	 Give the plural forms of the following words.

1.	 deer

2.	 forest

3.	 friend

4.	 authority

5.	 community

L2 	Rewrite the following sentences using plural 
forms of the underlined words. Observe the 
change in the words.

1. 	 Where will the animal go if  there are no trees? 

2. 	 The deer came sprinting towards him.

3. 	  I  have good habits.

4. 	 The community that lived near the forest  
signed it.

5. 	  I appreciate your love for animal and bird.

L3	 It’s speaking time.

Sit in pairs and discuss about your favourite animal 
and why you like it.
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You could begin like this : My favourite animal is the 
lion. It is the king of the forest...

L4	 Speech sounds

Listen to your teacher not pronouncing some letters in 
the given words. Such letters are silent letters.

eg. iron, should, could, would, know, knife, knee, comb.

 -   Which letters are not pronounced in the above list of 

 words?

 -     List some more words that have silent letters in them.
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Poetry

Tamarind  

Nobody knows where my Tamarind stood
Just by a winding lane.
Each year it gave me fruit and shade, and drew
Me to my home again. 

I loved to sit beneath her shady boughs,
And rest up for a while,
To gaze out upon the distant blue hills,
With laughter and a smile. 

And now that I’m back, I’m eager to find,
My tamarind again.
I hasten down to that favourite spot,
I search... but search in vain. 
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Then I stop and I stare; I stand quite still
I listen to my heart. 
That magnificent tree, that was my life,
Has just been ripped apart. 

I turn to the hills, my eyes filled with tears
For sure, I’ve lost my soul.
Where once it stood tall, there’s nothing there now,
Merely an empty hole. 

Anonymous 
Words to Know :
boughs	 :	 branches

drew 	 :	 past tense of draw : to pull, to attract

eager 	 :	 keen to do something, excited about 
		  something
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hasten 	 :	 to move quickly

merely 	 :	 only as described and nothing more

in vain 	 : 	 without success

winding 	 : 	 going in curves or twists

magnificent	 :  	great, wonderful

Comprehension
C1	Answer the following questions in two or three 

sentences each. 
1.	 What does the tree give each year?

2.	 Where does the poet love to sit?

3.	 Did the poet find the tree after coming back? 
Why?

4.	 What does the poet do seeing an empty hole?

Activity

A1	 Walk around your school and home and find out 
the names of the trees you see around you.

“You have to dream before your dreams can come 
true.”			      
				     Abdul Kalam
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Unit - 4 : Prose

The Boss Who Cares

Warm-up Activity:

	 Task A	 :	With the help of your teacher try to know 
what work has been done in Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and 
the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO).

	 Task B	 :	Look at this word – SATELLITE. How many 
smaller words can you make from this one 
word?

		  	 sat ,  salt,  …………,   …………,  

			   …………,  …………,  …………,  …………,  

	      1. At Thumba Space Centre there were about seventy 
scientists. They were all involved in developing rockets. 
This was an adventurous task. And this took a lot of 
time. There was so much of work that really made them 
restless.  They worked right from morning till night and 
sometimes they left for home at midnight. But they were 
all happy to work under their boss and did not think of 
quitting the job.
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2. One day, one of the scientists came to his boss and 
asked, “Sir, I have promised to take my children to the 
exhibition in town today. Will you please allow me to leave 
the office at half past five in the evening?”  His boss replied, 
“All right, you’re permitted to leave the office early today”. 
The scientist was happy and started working. He was so 
busy working that he never even bothered to look at his 
watch. After the day’s work was completed, he looked at 
the watch and it was half past eight in the evening. He 
looked for his boss. The boss was not there. As he had 
told the boss in the morning itself, he closed everything 
and left for home.

	 3. On the way home, he remembered the promise he 
had made to his children. He felt sad for disappointing 
them. He wondered how he would calm his wife.
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4. The scientist reached home. He found that the 
children were not there. He saw his wife sitting alone in 
the hall, knitting. He expected that his wife would verbally 
jump on him. But she asked him calmly, “Would you 
like to have a cup of coffee or shall I straightaway serve 
dinner, if you are hungry?” He was surprised at this and 
replied, “I would like to have some coffee, and you too 
must have with me. Before that, tell me where the children 
are”.  She said, “Why, don’t you know? Your boss came 
here at quarter past five and has taken the children to 
the exhibition.” 

	 5.  This was what had happened. The boss, who granted 
the scientist permission, saw him working seriously at five 
in the evening.  He thought to himself, “This person will 
not leave the work, but if he has promised his children a 
visit to exhibition, they should enjoy.”  So he decided to 
take them himself. 
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	 6.  That is why all the scientists at Thumba  work 
under their boss, even though the workload is too much.

	 By the way, can you guess  who the boss was? He 
was none other than Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

Words to Know:
Thumba 	 :	 a village near Thiruvananthapuram in 
			   Kerala 
Space Centre 	 :	 a place where studies are conducted 
			   about outer space
involved	 :	 engaged
rocket	 :	 a vehicle used to put a satellite into 
			   space
adventurous 	 : 	 daring (¸ÁºÀ¸ÀzÀ)

quitting	 : 	 to leave the job
verbally 	 : 	 orally, by using words
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Vocabulary 

V1 	Choose the opposites of the following words.   
	 From those given in brackets.
	 1.	 never  	 X

	 2.	 remember 	 X

	 3.	 happy 	 X

	 4.	 finish	 X

	 5.	 quit 	 X

(sad, start, forget, always, remain)

V2	 State whether the following statements are ‘True’ 
or ‘False’.
1.	 Dr. Abdul Kalam is presently the President of 

India.  (   )

2.	 He took care of all the scientists.  (   )

3.	 He visited the exhibition because he liked it.  (   )

4.	 The scientists were happy to work under  
him. (   )

5.	 Thumba is in Karnataka. (   )

Comprehension
C 1 Answer the following questions in a sentence or 

two each.
1.	 How many scientists were there at Thumba Space 

Centre?

2.	 What made them restless?
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3.	 Where did one of the scientists want to take his 
children?

4.	 At what time was he permitted to leave?

5.	 When did the scientist leave the office?

6.	 How did his wife react when he entered the 
house?

7.	 What did she ask him?

8.	 Where were the children?

9.	 Who had taken them to the exhibition?

10.	Who was the boss?

C2	 Discuss with your friends and answer the 
following questions in five to six sentences each.

1.	 What do you understand by, “…it took a lot of 
time”? Explain.

2.	 What do you think the scientist thought on the 
way back home?

3.	 When the scientist returned home, his wife was 
very calm. The scientist did not expect this. Why?

4.	 What do you want to say about the boss?
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Language Exercises

L1 	Fill in the blanks with the correct verb forms of 
the words given in brackets.

1.	 Dr. Abdul Kalam _______ (to be) the President of 
India.

2. 	 Under the leadership of Dr. Abdul Kalam, India’s 
missile programme _________  (develop) well.

3.	 Dr. Abdul Kalam ________ (say) that the youth 
______ (shall) dream of  a developed India.

4.	 Dreams must be _____________ (fulfil) through 
hard work.

5.	 Dr. Abdul Kalam ___________ (work) hard as a 
student.

L2 	Sit in pairs and say to your partner what you did 
yesterday. And your partner will say the same to 
you.

Begin like this - I got up at six in the morning...

L3	 Speech sounds

There are two sounds of ‘th’.

‘th’ as in ‘bath’ - vï 

‘th’ as in ‘mother’ - zï

Look at Thanu. What a girl?
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Something in her tickles people to mirth.

See her father and mother.

And Karthik, her brother 

There’s no one like them on the earth.

Pick the two sounds of ‘th’ from the lesson, ‘The 
Boss Who Cares’.   
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Poetry

Believe

Believe in Love
Believe in Faith
Believe in Truth

Believe that no matter what happens, you have the 
power to prevail.

Believe in Strength
Believe in Courage
Believe in Honour

Believe that everyone has the power to be 
Good at heart.

Believe in Song
Believe in Dance

Believe in Culture
Believe that no matter who you are or where you’re 

from, everyone is unique.
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Believe in Time
Believe in Forever

Believe in YOU
Believe that as long as you believe in yourself anything 

is possible.

Chelsea Varvaro 
Words to Know:
prevail : achieve something,    unique : only one of its kind
Comprehension
CI.	Discuss with your partner and answer the 

following questions.
1. 	 List at least five things, in which the poet wants 

us to believe.
2. 	 In what should you  believe to be good at heart?
3. 	 What makes everyone unique?
4. 	 What happens when you believe in ‘you’?

Activity
A1	 Discuss in pairs and add three more items of your 

own.
1.	 I believe in happiness.  2. I believe in __________.
3.	 I believe in __________. 4. I believe in __________.

Conviction :
Have conviction in the power of goodness, purity andhonesty.

  Swami Vivekananda
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