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Foreword

In the pursuit of fostering a healthier and more balanced 
educational journey, we present this initiative aimed at reducing 
the weight of school bags. Education is the cornerstone of progress 
and it is our responsibility to ensure that the pursuit of knowledge 
is accompanied by the wellbeing of students.

As a first step, to reduce the burden of heavy bags, the   
School  Education Department, Government of Karnataka 
has decided to print semester-wise textbooks in 2 parts i.e.,  
Summative Assessment 1 and 2. This intervention will help 
significantly in reducing the weight of school bags.

This Endeavour signifies a paradigm shift, acknowledging  
the strain posed by bulky bags on students. 

 Manjushree. N. IAS
 Managing Director

Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)
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PREFACE

The Textbook Society, Karnataka has been engaged in producing new 
textbooks according to the new syllabi which in turn are designed on 
NCF - 2005 since June 2010. Textbooks are prepared in 12 languages; 
seven of them serve as the media of instruction. From standard 1 to 
4 there is the EVS, mathematics and 5th to 10th there are three core 
subjects namely mathematics, science and social science.

NCF - 2005 has a number of special features and they are:

●	 connecting knowledge to life activities.

●	 learning to shift from rote methods.

●	 enriching the curriculum beyond textbooks.

● 	learning experiences for the construction of knowledge.

● 	making examinations flexible and integrating them with classroom  
	 experiences.

●	 caring concerns within the democratic policy of the country.

● 	making education relevant to the present and future needs.

● 	softening the subject boundaries-integrated knowledge and the 
	 joy of learning. 

● 	Making the child the constructor of knowledge.

The new books are based on three fundamental approaches namely, 
Constructive approach, Spiral Approach and Integrated Approach

The learner is encouraged to think, engage in activities, master skills 
and competencies. The materials presented in these books are integrated 
with values. The new books are not examination oriented in their nature. 
On the other hand they help the learner in the all round development 
of his/her personality, thus help him/her become a healthy member of 
a healthy society and a productive citizen of this great country, India.
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The most important objectives of teaching language are listening, 
speaking, reading, writing and reference work. These skills have been 
given a lot of importance in all the language textbooks. Along with the 
inculcation of these skills, fundamental grammar, opportunities for 
learners to appreciate beauty and imbibe universal life values have 
been integrated in language textbooks. When learners master these 
competencies, they would stop studying textbooks for the sake of passing 
examinations. In order to help learners master these competencies, a 
number of paired and group activities, assignments and project work 
have been included in the textbooks. It is expected that these activities 
would help learner master communicative skills. Ultimately, it is 
expected that students master the art of learning to learn and make 
use of these competencies in real life.

The Textbook Society expresses grateful thanks to the chairpersons, 
writers, scrutinisers, artists, staff of DIETs and CTEs and the members 
of the Editorial Board and printers in helping the Textbook Society(R.) 
in producing these textbooks. A few works of some writers and poets 
have been included in these textbooks. The textbook society is extremely 
grateful to them for giving their consent for the inclusion of these pieces 
in the textbooks.

Prof. G.S. Mudambadithaya
Co-ordinator

Curriculum Revision and Textbook 
Preparation

Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)
Bengaluru.

Nagendra Kumar
Managing Director

Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)
Bengaluru.
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CHAIRMAN'S WORDS
Textbook Society, Government of Karnataka has been engaged in 

producing new textbooks in languages and core subjects since 2010. These 
books are designed, based on NCF 2005, KCF 2007 and the new syllabus 
framed based on the guidelines of NCF 2005. 

The main objective of these textbooks is to enable the learners master 
communicative skills and at the same time enjoy reading good literature. This 
book is meant for learners who have taken English as the first language. This 
text book is designed and prepared on the basic principles of first language 
learning namely- 
	 Mastering communicative skills which is indispensable in the 

modern society. They should speak fluently and meaningfully. 

	 Read books, story books, novels and later books on their respective 
subjects to acquire knowledge. 

	 Learners should master reference skills such as skimming,  
scanning, note-making, note-taking, dictionary work and so on. 

	 Finally they should master the skills of self-learning. 	  

Every lesson has a warm-up activity, the main reading passage followed 
by glossary, comprehension, vocabulary and language exercise. Most of these 
exercises have to be done by learners in pairs or groups. The teacher has to 
change his / her approach to teaching by playing the role of a facilitator of 
learning. Give them opportunities to discover knowledge. 

There is a section for supplementary reading. In this knowledge society, 
the most effective way of acquiring knowledge is through reading books. The 
learners should be encouraged to read the pieces and this should motivate 
them to cultivate the habit of reading books. 

Grammar has been given its due importance. All the areas of grammar 
specified in the syllabus have been elaborately dealt with. Do the exercises 
orally and let the learners do the writing part of it at home. 

Writing skill is one of the most exacting skills to master. Keeping in mind 
the inductive approach, exercises at the beginning are easy and interesting. 
Do not take these exercises as tests. They are for practice. The teacher has 
to do remedial work and correct the mistakes in the initial stages. These will 
raise the confidence level of the learner and then the learning process becomes 
easy and interesting. 

I fervently wish that the learners and teachers are going to have a 
rewarding experience. 

Bengaluru 
06.12.2012
	 Prof. G.M. Ramakrishna
	 Chairman   
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VIII

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
Part III (Articles 12 – 35)

(Subject to certain conditions, some exceptions 
and reasonable restrictions)

guarantees these 

Fundamental Rights
Right to Equality
•	 before law and equal protection of laws;
•	 irrespective of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth;
•	 of opportunity in public employment;
•	 by abolition of untouchability and titles.

Right to Freedom
•	 of expression, assembly, association, movement, residence and profession;
•	 of certain protections in respect of conviction for offences;
•	 of protection of life and personal liberty;
• of free and compulsory education for children between the age of six and fourteen years;
•	 of protection against arrest and detention in certain cases.

Right against Exploitation
•	 for prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour;
•	 for prohibition of employment of children in hazardous jobs.

Right to Freedom of Religion
•	 freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion;
•	 freedom to manage religious affairs;
•	 freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of any particular religion;
•	 freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious worship in 

educational institutions wholly maintained by the State.

Cultural and Educational Rights
•	 for protection of interests of minorities to conserve their language, script and culture;
•	 for minorities to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice.

Right to Constitutional Remedies
•	 by issuance of directions or orders or writs by the Supreme Court and High Courts 

for enforcement of these Fundamental Rights.
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About the Revision of Textbooks

Honourable Chief Minister Sri Siddaramaiah who is also the 
Finance Minister of Karnataka, in his response to the public opinion 
about the new textbooks from standard I to X, announced, in his 
2014-15 budget speech of constituting an expert-committee, to look 
into the matter. He also spoke of the basic expectations there in, 
which the textbook experts should follow: “The textbooks should 
aim at inculcating social equality, moral values, development of 
personality, scientific temper, critical acumen, secularism and the 
sense of national commitment”, he said.

Later, for the revision of the textbooks from class I to X, the 
Department of Education constituted twenty seven committees and 
passed an order on 24-11-2014. The committees so constituted were 
subject and class-wise and were in accordance with the standards 
prescribed. Teachers who are experts in matters of subjects and 
syllabi were in the committees.

There were already many complaints and analyses about the 
textbooks. So, a freehand was given in the order dated 24-11-2014 
to the responsible committees to examine and review text and even 
to prepare new text and revise if necessary. Eventually, a new order 
was passed on 19-9-2015 which also gave freedom even to re-write 
the textbooks if necessary. In the same order, it was said that the 
completely revised textbooks could be put to force from 2017-18 
instead of 2016-17.

Many self inspired individuals and institutions, listing out the 
wrong information and mistakes there in the text, had sent them to 
the Education Minister and to the Textbook Society(R.) They were 
rectified. Before rectification we had exchanged ideas by arranging 
debates. Discussions had taken place with Primary and Secondary 
Education Teachers’ Associations. Questionnaires were administered 
among teachers to pool up opinions. Separate meetings were held 
with teachers, subject inspectors and DIET Principals. Analytical 
opinions had been collected. To the subject experts of science, 
social science, mathematics and languages, textbooks were sent 
in advance and later meetings were held for discussions. Women 
associations and science related organisations were also invited 
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for discussions. Thus, on the basis of inputs received from various 
sources, the textbooks have been revised where ever necessary.

Another important aspect has to be shared here. We constituted 
three expert committees. They were constituted to make suggestions 
after making a comparative study of the texts of science, mathematics 
and social science subjects of central schools (NCERT), along with 
state textbooks. Thus, the state text books have been enriched based 
on the comparative analysis and suggestions made by the experts. The 
state textbooks have been guarded not to go lower in standards than 
the textbooks of central schools. Besides, these textbooks have been 
examined along side with the textbooks of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra states.

Another clarification has to be given here. Whatever we have done 
in the committees is only revision, it is not the total preparation of the 
textbooks. Therefore, the structure of the already prepared textbooks 
have in no way been affected or distorted. They have only been revised 
in the background of gender equality, regional representation, national 
integrity, equality and social harmony. While doing so, the curriculum 
frames of both central and state have not been transgressed. Besides, 
the aspirations of the constitution are incorporated carefully. Further, 
the reviews of the committees were once given to higher expert 
committees for examination and their opinions have been inculcated 
into the textbooks.

Finally, we express our grateful thanks to those who strived in 
all those 27 committees with complete dedication and also to those 
who served in higher committees. At the same time, we thank all the 
supervising officers of the Textbook Society, who sincerely worked 
hard in forming the committees and managed to see the task reach 
its logical completion. We thank all the members of the staff who co-
operated in this venture. Our thanks are also to the subject experts 
and to the associations who gave valuable suggestions.

Sri. M.P. Madegowda                   
Managing Director                         

Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)           
Bengaluru.                                       

Prof. Baraguru Ramachandrappa                                 
Chairman-in-Chief                         

State Textbook Revision Committees
Karnataka Textbook Society (R.)               

Bengaluru.                                       
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UNIT – 1

DOG FINDS HIS MASTER

Pre-reading task :

Listen to what your teacher says, and then answer her/ 
his questions.

a.	 Tell me the names of some pet animals and some 
domestic animals.

b.	 Which animal can be tamed and used to do heavy work?

c.	 Which animal is known as “Man's best friend”? Why?

1. 	 Foxes hunt alone, never in packs. Once dogs too were 
their own masters and lived the way foxes did. They 
lived in freedom until a dog was born who was not 
pleased with this way of life. He was sick and tired of 
wandering about by himself looking for food and being 
frightened of those who were stronger than him.

2. 	 He thought for a while and decided that the best thing 
for him to do was to become the servant of one who 
was stronger than anyone on earth. He set out to find 
such a master.

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



2

3. 	 He walked and walked, and he met a kinsman of his, 
a big wolf who was as strong as himself. He was fierce. 
“Where are you going, friend?” the wolf asked.

4. 	 “I am looking for someone to take me up as a servant. 
Would you like to be my master, Wolf?” the dog said.

5. 	 “Why not!” the wolf said and this agreed upon, the two 
of them went on together.

6. 	 They walked and walked, and all of a sudden the wolf 
lifted his nose, sniffed, darted quickly off the path into 
the bushes and crept deeper into the forest. The dog 
was very much surprised.

7. 	 “What’s come over you, master?” he asked. “What has 
frightened you so much?”

8. 	 “Can’t you see? There’s a bear out there and he might 
eat up both of us,” the wolf replied.

9. 	 Seeing that the bear was stronger than the wolf, the 
dog decided to take up service with the bear. He left 
the wolf and asked the bear to be his master. The bear 
agreed to this readily and said, “Let us go and find a 
herd of cows. I’ll kill a cow and then we can both eat 
our fill.”

10.	They walked on and soon saw a herd of cows, but just 
as they were about to come to it, they were stopped 
by a terrible noise. The cows were mooing loudly and  
running in panic in all directions. The bear looked 
from behind a tree, and then, he too ran hastily deeper 
into the forest.
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11.	 “Now, why did I have to come here!” he said  to the 		
 dog. “It is the lion who rules the forest in these parts.”

	 “The lion? Who’s he?”

	 “Don’t you know? He is the strongest beast on earth.”

	 “Well, then I’ll say good-bye to you, Bear. I want a  
master who is stronger than anyone on earth.”

12.	The lion agreed to take the dog into his service and the 
dog stayed with him and served him for a long time. 
It was a good life. He had nothing to complain about 
because no one dared to touch the dog or offend him in 
any way.

13.	But one day, the two of them were walking side by side 
in the forest, when all of a sudden the lion stopped. He 
gave a great roar and struck the ground angrily with 
his paw. Then he began to walk away very quietly.

   “What is it master? Is anything wrong?” asked the dog, 
surprised.

14.	 “I smell a man coming this way,” the lion said. “We had 
better run from here, or we will be in trouble.”

   “Oh well, then I’ll say goodbye to you Lion. I want a 
master who is stronger than anyone on earth.”

15.	The dog went to the man and stayed with him and 
served him faithfully. This happened long long ago. But 
to this day, the dog has been man’s most loyal servant 
and knows no other master.
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Glossary :
pack	 :	 a group of wild animals that 	

		  hunt together, or a group of 
		  dogs trained together for 		
		  hunting.

kinsman, kinswoman	 :	 (old use) a relative.

fierce	 :	 adjective - angry, violent  
		  and cruel.

service	 :	 work, or duty done for  
		  someone.

dart	 :	 a quick movement in a  
		  particular stated direction.

cattle	 :	 bullocks, cows, farm animals,  
		  kept as property, or bred for  
		  use.

panic 	 :	 a sudden, strong feeling of  
		  fear.

Come, let us talk about this story now.
1.	 Speak to your partner about the points raised in 

these questions. Write down what you say.
a.	 Why was the dog not happy with the way he was  

living?

b.	 With what words did the wolf reply to the dog? What 
did he mean by that?

c.	 Why did the dog take up service with the bear?

d.	 Why was the dog very much surprised?

e.	 What did the bear say to the dog about the lion? Why 
did he say so?

f.	 What advice did the lion give to the dog?

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



5

2.	 Tell your partner whether the following statements 
are true or false. Sometimes, you will have to give 
reasons for your answer.

a.	 All dogs have followed the dog in this story. (T / F)

b.	 None of the masters put any condition to take the dog 
into his service. (T / F)

c.	 One of the masters took the dog to a feast. (T / F)

d.	 Each of the masters was angry with the dog for  
leaving his service. (T / F)

e.	 Anyone of the masters could have eaten the dog.  
(T / F)

f.	 At last the dog found a master who could do his duty 
properly. (T / F)

	 Words in use : Phrases

3.	 In the sentence, “He was tired of wandering about 
by himself looking for food,” “looking for” means 
“searching”.

	 You can make other phrases with the word “look” – 

a.	 look after – take care of (He remained in the village to 
look after his parents.)

b.	 look down on – think that someone is less important 
than you. (She thinks they look down on her because 
she is poor.)

c.	 look up to – admire and respect (I always looked up to 
my teachers.)
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d.	 look forward to – to wait eagerly (I am looking  
forward to the holidays. I am looking forward to  
going home during the holidays.)

4.	 Use a phrase with “look” in the place of the italicized 
words in these sentences :

a.	 He was eagerly waiting for his class X results. 

b.	 We should not think someone less important because 
he / she cannot speak English fluently.

c.	 Children admire and respect the teachers who inspire 
them.

d.	 Shravanakumara took great care of his parents.

5.	 Sounds made by a few animals are given in the box. 
Match them with the animals given below and write 
them down in the space provided.

roar	 moo	 neigh	 bray	 quack

chatter	 hiss	 mew	 caw	 bark

cats	 ______________	 cows	______________

donkeys	 ______________	 ducks	 ______________

lions	 ______________	 crows	 ______________

dogs	 ______________	 snakes	 ______________

monkeys	 ______________	 horses	 ______________
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Focus on grammar :

1.	 Study the meanings of the italicised words in these 
sentences.

a.	 I know she likes sweets; she told me herself.

b.	 Did you yourself see it or did someone tell you?

The italicized words are called emphatic or reflexive 
pronouns. They emphasize that  none else, or no other thing 
did the action. They also emphasize that the effect of the action 
was on the doer, none else.

2.	 Add an appropriate reflexive pronoun to each of these 
sentences.

yourself	 herself	 myself	 himself 	 ourselves

a.	 Mala stood in front of a mirror, looking at ______________.

b.	 Don’t blame me for your mistake; blame _____________.

c.	 Arun bought three tickets, for me, for his brother, and 
for ____________.

d.	 There were mangoes on the tree. Sheela and I helped 
___________ to a bagful each.

e.	 I feel afraid sometimes, but I keep telling ____________ 
there’s nothing to fear.
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f.	 The principal usually asks the class leader to  
announce the day's programme. This time she made 
the announcement ________________.

g.	 Do you mean they painted the whole house 
______________?

h.	 None of them was sure; I wasn’t sure __________.

i.	 You have been serving lunch to everyone, why don’t 
you have some for ____________?

Speech practice :

3.	 Read these sentences after your teacher and tell 
which words are stressed more than the others.

	 Rajani went to the market. 

	 This lesson was very interesting.

While reading, content words (nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs and demonstratives) are stressed. Now read the 
following sentences on your own.

a.	 He works day and night.

b.	 It was a cold day.

c.	 When is your birthday?

d.	 Salim’s sister is a doctor.

e.	 I found this book on your table.
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Writing :

4.	 We keep wild animals in our National Parks. If you 
visit a national park, you may find a notice with this 
instruction.

ALLOW WILD ANIMALS TO STAY WILD

Write a paragraph about what we should do and what we 
should not do in a National Park.

Use these points : no surprising them; no teasing, angering; 
no feeding, teaching them to beg.

a)   Do this blank-filling exercise jointly with your partner.  
    Write the appropriate words in the blanks. 

Usually a master dismisses a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ if he finds that 
the servant is not doing his _ _ _ _  properly. In this _ _ _ _ _, 
a servant leaves three of his masters, one _ _ _ _ _ the other, 
when he sees that each one of _ _ _ _ cannot do his duty 
properly. The  _ _ _ _ _ _ time the servant is lucky. He stays  
_ _ _ _ this master and serves him faithfully.

***
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POEM 

MARCH
Pre-reading task :

1.	 How many seasons do we have in a year?
	 (spring, summer, autumn and winter)

2.	 Which season comes after winter?

3.	 What changes do we see in Nature in spring?

	 Discuss the answers to these questions with your partner. 
According to the Indian calendar there are six rithus-  
Vasantha, Greeshma, Varsha, Sharath, Hemantha and 
Shishira. Know about them from your elders.
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The cock is crowing,
The stream is flowing,
The small birds twitter,
The lake doth glitter,
The green field sleeps in the sun;			   5

The oldest and the youngest
Are at work with the strongest;
The cattle are grazing,
Their heads never raising;
There are forty feeding like one!				    10

Like an army defeated
The snow hath retreated,
And now doth fare ill 
On the top of the bare hill;
The ploughboy is whooping - anon - anon.		  15

There’s joy in the mountains;
There’s life in the fountains;
Small clouds are sailing,
Blue sky prevailing;
The rain is over and gone!					     20

-William Wordsworth
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Glossary :

twitter	 -	 (of the bird) to make a number of short 	
		  rapid sounds

doth	 -	 old form of does

glitter	 -	 shine brightly with flashing points of  
		  light

retreat	 -	 go back, especially when forced to do so 

fare ill (v) 	 -	 be unsuccessful

ploughboy	 -	 (in olden times) a boy who leads a horse  
		  that is pulling the plough

whoop	 -	 make a loud cry (as of joy)

fountain	 -	 a natural spring of water

prevail	 -	 gain control, victory; win a fight

scene	 -	 something spread out to view

anon	 -	 in a short time, soon

Exercises

Shall we talk a little about this poem?

1.	 Complete these sentences with the best choice given

a.	 The poet is watching the scene from a place

	  i) near a lake			  iii) near a field

	 ii) near a stream		  iv) on the top of a hill
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b.	 In the first five lines of the poem the poet is speaking 
to

	 i) himself			   iii) two friends

	 ii) a companion		  iv) a group of people

c.	 The ploughboy is making loud cries

	 i) to talk to the horses	

	 ii) to call out to other workers

	 iii) just to shout with joy	

	 iv) to give signals to the ploughman.

2.	 Talk to your partner about the points raised in the 
questions below. Write down what you say :

a.	 Who are at work?

b.	 Why are the cows not raising their heads?

c.	 What is the ploughboy doing?

d.	 Why does the poet say that the snow is only on the top 
of the bare hill?

e.	 Why is the poem called “March”?

f.	 Pick out the rhyming words in the poem and write 
them down.
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Writing :

3. 	 The poet uses two figures of speech - a personification 
and a simile. Find them and explain them in 6 to 8 
sentences.

a) 		 Do the exercise given below working with your 
		  partner.

As we read this _ _ _ _ we see beautiful scenes of Nature 
and rural l _ _ _. Wordsworth makes _ _ hear _ _ _ _ _ _ of 
birds and voices of _ _ _, women, boys and _ _ _ _ _ busy at 
farm work. One can imagine even the heavy breathing of  
_ _ _ _ as they graze ravenously. Wordsworth stands  
_ _ _ _ _ and wonders _ _ the change March has brought with it.

***    
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UNIT – 2

THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Pre-reading task : 

Listen to what your teacher says and answer her questions.

Many religious men and women have taught us good 
behaviour by their songs, stories and precepts. For example, 
Basavanna said, “Do not steal, do not kill, do not tell lies ... 
... ... ...” Give some other examples that you know.

What did Jesus Christ, Mohammad Paigambar, the 
Buddha, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Gandhi and others 
say? How did they live? Discuss their teachings with your 
partner.

1. 	There once was a man walking from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. He was alone and the road he followed was 
rocky, with many twists and turns. Suddenly, two 
robbers jumped out of nowhere. They attacked the 
man, beat him up and stole everything he had, even 
his clothes.
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2. 	 The man lay bleeding to death on the side of the road 
and along came a priest. When he saw the man, he was 
so shocked that he stood and stared. The man could 
barely raise his head to beg for help but the priest only 
backed away. He tried not to look as he passed him as 
quickly as he could.

3. 	 The man lay in the dirt moaning, until another man 
came along. He saw the man, all covered in blood and 
dirt and making funny noises in the ditch. He thought, 
“Oh, he looks terrible. I wouldn’t ever want to touch 
him. Besides, I’m sure he’s no one I know.” And he 
passed him by as well.

4. 	 Then a Samaritan came walking along the road. The 
man who lay in the dirt was a Jew. Samaritans and 
Jews had been enemies for hundreds of years. Yet, 
the Samaritan came over to him. Very gently, he 
 lifted the man’s head and brushed the dust out of 
his mouth. He took some water and cleaned the man’s 
eyes and gave him some water to drink. He put wine 
on his wounds to clean them and make them heal 
quickly. Then, he carried the man and put him on to his  
donkey and brought him into town.

5. 	 There, the Samaritan gave some money to an  
innkeeper and said, “Put him in a clean bed and spend 
whatever you need to take good care of him until he is 
strong again.”

6. 	 “Now tell me,” Jesus added, “which of these three men 
was a true neighbour to the man who was robbed?”
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7. 	 The expert in Jewish law did not need to think very 
long. He said, “The one who helped him, of course.”

8. 	 Jesus then told him. “Then go and do just the same.”

9. 	 Those who heard Jesus tell this story knew that he 
wanted his followers to love everybody, especially 
strangers and those who are in need of help.

Glossary :
bleed 	 –	 lose blood.
ditch	 –	 a long narrow passage cut into the  

		  ground.
well-to-do 	 –	 rich.
succour (verb) 	 –	 give help to someone in difficulty.
noble 	 –	 of high quality, especially morally.
generous 	 –	 showing readiness to give money,  

		  help, kindness, etc.
parable	 –	 a short simple story which teaches  

		  a moral or religious lesson.

Come, let us talk about this story :

1.	 Look at the points raised in the questions given 
below. Talk about them to your partner, the boy or 
the girl sitting next to you. Write down what you say.

a.	 The first traveller gave the robbers a good fight.  
(True / Not True)

b.	 The man suffered serious injuries. (True / Not True)
c.	 The sight of the wounded man frightened the priest. 

(True / Not True)
d.	 Describe the pitiable state of the man in two short 

sentences.
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e.	 “I don’t want to dirty my hands.” Who said this? To 
whom?

f.	 “I’m sure he’s no one I know.” – Was this a good reason 
not to help the wounded man? Justify your answer.

g.	 Who helped the wounded man?
h.	 Did the Samaritan have a reason not to help the 

wounded man? If so, what was it?
i.	 The fourth traveller had noble and generous feelings. 

(True / Not True)
j.	 There was something special in the fourth man’s act 

of kindness. What was it?
k.	 What first aid did the Samaritan give the wounded 

man? What was the beast of burden in the ancient 
days?

l.	 The Samaritan was well-to-do. Give two reasons for 
this after reading the text.

m.	Who narrated this parable?
n.	 What moral lesson did Jesus teach through this 

parable?

Focus on grammar :

2.	 Now read these pairs of sentences carefully. Read 
them aloud to your partner.

a.	 The four travellers did not travel together.

b.	 The robbers attacked one of them.

a.	 The Samaritan tended the injured man.

b.	 The injured man did not bleed to death.
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a.	 The Samaritan was generous. 

b.	 He gave money to the innkeeper.

3.	 Read these sentences carefully and tell your partner 
what they mean. 

a.	 If all the four travellers had travelled together, the  
robbers would not have attacked them.

b.	 If the Samaritan had not tended the injured man, he 
would have bled to death.

c.	 If the Samaritan had not been generous he would not 
have given money to the innkeeper.

4.	 Now, working with your partner, rewrite these pairs 
of sentences as single sentences.

a.	 i.	 You did not ask me for a loan.

	 ii.	 I did not give you a loan.

b.	 i.	 I caught the ball at the boundary line.

	 ii.	 They lost the match.

c.	 i.	 She ran very fast.

	 ii.	 She caught the chain-snatcher.

Word formation :

Note that the suffix -“er”combines with verbs to form 
nouns.

5.	 Working with your partner, write down some verbs 
and their noun forms. 

	 t e_ _ _ ; 		  p l _ _ ;	    w o _ _;	          w _ _ _ _;	

   d r _ _ _;	         r e _ _ ;        l e _ _;	 w i _;	l o _ _ ;
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Writing :

6.	 Write a conversation between the innkeeper and the 
injured man. Begin like this. 

The next morning the innkeeper said to the injured man, 
“You lay unconscious the whole day yesterday. How are you 
feeling today?” “Much better, thank you,” said the injured 
man. ... ...  .... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

6 a) Work with your partner, the boy or the girl sitting 
next to you, and fill in appropriate words in the blanks.

“Let us hide behind this _ _ _ _,” said the robber to his 
companion. “Good place. We can see the _ _ _ _ from this end 
to that _ _ _ ,” said the second one. “The road is so em _ _ _ ” 
said the first. “We will have to _ _ _ _,” said the second.

						               Reference: Biblical story

***
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POEM 

TREES
Pre-reading task :

Take a few minutes to tell one another the names of trees 
that you know or have heard of. What do trees give us? Then 
read this poem about trees.

Trees are for birds.
Trees are for children.
Trees are to make tree houses in.
Trees are to swing swings on. 
Trees are for the wind to blow through.
Trees are to hide behind in “Hide n Seek”. 
Trees are to have tea parties under.
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Trees are for kites to get caught in.
Trees are to make cool shade in summer.
Trees are to make no shade in winter.
Trees are for apples to grow on and pears.
Trees are to chop down and call, “TIMBER- R-R!” 
Trees make mother say,
“What a lovely picture to paint!”
Trees make father say, 
“What a lot of leaves to rake this fall!”

- Shirley Bauer

Exercises

1. Read these definitions aloud to your partner.
Ask him/her to give the word for each definition.  
(Clue: same word for the first three definitions a, b and c)

a.	 a wooden seat fixed by four lengths of rope from a 
branch of a tree : .............

b.	 fix a wooden seat by four lengths of rope from a branch 
of a tree: .............

c.	 ride backwards and forwards on a wooden seat 
suspended by ropes from a branch of a tree: .............

d.	 sweep up dead leaves into a heap: .............

e. 	 the season between summer and winter when leaves 
turn gold and fruits become ripe : .............

2.	 Interact with your partner on the points raised in 
the questions below. Write down what you say. Read 
it aloud to your partner.

a.	 The first four lines of the poem say that birds, children, 
and people make use of trees. How do they do this?
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b.	 Why do trees make noise sometimes?

c.	 When do children complain about trees?

d.	 Where do the people look for cool shade in summer?

e.	 Why is mother happy to see trees?

f.	 Why does father grumble about his tree?

g.	 Which word suggests the sound of an electric saw?

3.	 Did any picture come to your mind when you read 
the poem? Talk to your partner about it.

	 Fill in the blanks with suitable words. Then tell your 
partner the pictures that come to your mind.

a.	 Little tree houses seen on ..........................................

b.	 A girl hides _ _ _ _ _ _ a tree to play _ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _.

c.	 Caught in the branches, an old kite has lost its  
_ _ _ _ _ _.

d.	 At mid-day the cool shade is ...................................

e.	 A coconut palm w_ _ _ _ its fronds on a w _ _ _ _   
day.

f.	 A mango tree is laden ..................... bunches of 
mangoes.

g.	 A b _ _ _ _ _ tree on a misty day.

4.	 Project: 
	 ● Find out some interesting things about “tree 

	  houses” and write them down.
	 ● Write a paragraph on why trees must not be cut 

	  down indiscriminately.
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UNIT – 3

GALILEO
Pre-reading task : 

Answer the  questions your teacher asks you.

a. Name some heavenly bodies.

b.	 What is astronomy?

c. Name an Indian astronomer.

d. What is a Planetarium? There is one in Karnataka. 		
	  Where is it?

e. What instrument do astronomers use?

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



25

1. 	 It is common knowledge today that the earth is a 
planet revolving round the sun. But there was a time 
not many centuries ago, when even learned men  
believed that the earth was fixed in space and the sun 
and all other heavenly bodies went round it. The man 
who first brought to light the facts about them was a 
great scientist and astronomer called Galileo Galilei. 
He was born in the year 1564 in the Italian town of 
Pisa.

2. 	 In the year 1608 a man called Hans Lippershey, a  
native of Holland, invented the telescope, the  
instrument with which astronomers watch the skies.  
The telescope makes distant objects appear to be near  
and magnified several times over. 

3. 	 When Galileo heard about the invention, he became 
greatly interested in it. He had at this time begun 
to study astronomy, and he saw that the invention 
would be a wonderful aid to the astronomer. He set to 
work on making a telescope for himself and very soon  
succeeded in making one which was better than the 
one Lippershey had made.

4. Galileo’s telescope was the first that was ever turned 
towards the stars. Looking through it, he saw a  
hundred times as many stars as he could see with 
his bare eyes. He looked at the milky way, the broad 
white band of light seen across the sky at night and 
found that it contained millions and millions of faint 
stars. He turned the telescope on the moon and what 
he saw filled him with amazement. On the moon’s  
surface, which seems so smooth, he saw high  
mountains and deep valleys like those on the earth.

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



26

5. Greatly excited by these discoveries, Galileo carried 
his telescope to Venice and showed it to the learned 
men of that city. The people of Venice crowded at his 
house to have a look at the “looking tube”. They took 
it to the top of high buildings and looked through it 
at the ships out in the sea. They saw ships fifty miles 
away appearing to be only fifteen miles off! When the 
ruler of Venice was shown the instrument he was  
greatly pleased with the invention and appointed  
Galileo, professor for life at the University of Padua.

6. The first telescope that Galileo made magnified  
objects three times their size; later he made one that  
magnified them eight times. But he went on working on  
larger and larger ones, until he made a telescope which 
brought objects thirty times nearer. 

7. With the aid of this telescope he made important  
discoveries about the heavenly bodies. He found that 
the planet Jupiter had little moons that revolved round 
it. He found that the sun had spots on it and that the 
spots slowly moved across its face. He found from this 
that the sun, like the earth, spins round itself!

8. 	 Some fifty years earlier, a Polish astronomer called 
Copernicus had declared that the earth was a planet 
like the other planets, and that like them it revolved 
round the sun. Copernicus could not, however, prove 
this to the men of his day, and few people paid any 
great attention to his ideas.
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9. 	 Galileo was the first great student of astronomy 
to realise that the ideas of Copernicus were true, 
and the first scholar to begin to teach them at the  
university. His new teaching caused great  
excitement among the learned men, because it meant 
that all their teaching was completely wrong. They  
began to oppose him and many of them became his 
enemies. Then he got into trouble with the Church. 
His ideas about the sun and the earth were different 
from what the Bible seemed to say; so the followers of 
the Church began to look upon him as a wicked and 
dangerous man.

10.	The Church had in those days a court called the  
Inquisition which tried and punished those that it 
considered unbelievers. Galileo was asked to appear 
before this court. He was questioned about his beliefs 
and was asked to kneel and declare that he no longer 
believed that the earth moved round the sun. He knew 
that if he refused to make this declaration, he might 
be put in prison and, perhaps tortured. As he feared 
torture, Galileo obeyed their order. There is a story that 
as he rose from his knees after his public declaration, 
he whispered to himself, “But still it does move.” The 
court ordered Galileo not to teach his “wicked” ideas 
anymore.

11.	But Galileo did not obey the Church’s orders for long. 
He continued his studies and, after a time, started 
teaching his ideas again. Besides, he wrote a book in 
which he criticized the old beliefs. When the book came 
out, the Inquisition once again ordered him to appear 
before it to be tried as a non-believer. After a long trial, 
he was sent to prison; but as he was now an old man, 
he was allowed to go home twenty–two days later.
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Glossary :
invent	 :	 find out something new.

discover	 :	 find out something which was already 	
		  there but was not known until then.

astronomer	 :	 a scientist who studies heavenly 		
		  bodies.

magnify	 :	 make bigger.	

faint (adj.)	 :	 not clear

amazement	 :	 great surprise.

excite	 :	 feel pleased and interested.

looking tube	 :	 here, telescope.

realise	 :	 understand.

kneel	 :	 sit on one's knees.

whisper	 :	 speak in a very low voice.

Inquisition	 :	 the organization set up by the  
		  Roman Catholic Church to punish 		
		  people who opposed its beliefs.	

unbeliever	 :	 one who does not believe in god.

Note: 

In 1758, the Church lifted the ban on most works 
supporting Copernican theory, and by 1835, dropped 
its opposition to Heliocentrism altogether. In the 20th 
century, several Popes acknowledged the great work of 
Galileo, and in 1992, Pope John Paul II expressed regret 
about how the Galileo affair was handled. 
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Come, let us talk about this story.

1.	 Some sentences given below are NOT TRUE. Correct 
them and write them down. Discuss the points with 
your partner. 

a.	 Learned men have always believed that the earth 
moved round the sun. (T / NT)

b.	 The first telescope ever made was invented by  
Lippershey. (T / NT)

c.	 Galileo thought a telescope would help him in his 
studies. (T / NT)

d.	 Galileo watched the heavenly bodies in the clear night 
sky. (T / NT)

e.	 The people of Venice also turned the “Looking Tube” 
towards the night sky. (T / NT)

f.	 Galileo went on improving his telescopes. (T / NT)

g.	 Copernicus had already said what Galileo was saying. 
(T / NT)

h.	 The Church set Galileo free because it finally agreed 
with his ideas. (T / NT)

2.	 Talk to your partner about the points raised in these 
questions and then write down what you said.

a.	 How is our knowledge about the earth different from 
the knowledge of people, even learned men, some four 
hundred years ago?

b.	 Who corrected people’s thinking about our earth in 
the 17th century?

c.	 What is Lippershey’s contribution to astronomy?

d.	 What is the Milky Way?
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e.	 In what ways is the moon similar to the earth?

f.	 Why was Galileo appointed professor at the University 
of Padua?

g.	 What were the two important discoveries Galileo made 
with his much improved telescope?

h.	 Who had made discoveries similar to Galileo’s in the 
16th century?

i.	 What trouble did Galileo bring upon himself by telling 
truths about the heavenly bodies?

j.	 What is the ironic story about Galileo facing the 
Inquisition?

Focus on Grammar :

3.	 Rewrite the first sentence of paragraph 2 in three 
sentences.

a.	 A man ____________________________________________.

b.	 He ___________________________________________ in the 
year 1608.

c.	 The telescope ______________________________________.

Rewrite this sentence in two sentences. (Each sentence 
must have seven words.)

Galileo's was the first telescope that was ever turned 
towards the stars.

a.	 Galileo _______________________________________ stars.

b.	 No one __________________________________him.
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Re-order the jumbled words to make a sentence:

4.	 Seventeen words are given below. For the last two 
words only clues are given. Make a sentence using these 
words.

earth / but / include / trip / on / expensive / does / 
free / the / living / is / it / a / around / sun / e _ _ _ _  /  
y_ _ _.	

a.	 Write down your sentence punctuating it.

b.	 Read your sentence to your partner.

c.	 What does the word “it” refer to?

d.	 Which word in your sentence should you emphasize? 
Read the sentence again stressing this word.

e.	 Did you get the joke? How many “free trips” have you 
made so far?

Pronunciation :

5.	 When you say the following words, you stress the 
third syllable from the end :

as .  '  tron . o . my;	  as .' trol . o . gy;	 bi .' ol . ogy;	

ge .' ol . o . gy ;	phi .' los . o .  phy;	  de,  moc,  ra,  cy;	

phys . i . o .' ther . a . py;	 dem . ' o . cra . cy;	

ar . is . ' toc . ra . cy;	 plu . ' to . cra . cy

Do not stress the consonant sound in the syllable. 		
     Stress the vowel sound. Practise saying the words.

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



32

6.	 Word Formation – with suffixes –er and –ist

-	 Now say the words for different kinds of scientists. Stress 
the third syllable from the end.

Example : astronomy	 – as'tronomer.

-	 Say the words for the persons who believe in the social, 
political and scientific systems. Stress the first syllable.  

Example : democracy – 'democrat.

7.	 Writing – Write a paragraph on “The Telescope” using 
the ideas in the text.

a)	 Work with your partner and fill in the blanks. Write  
	 down the appropriate words in the blanks.

Think of the names of some s_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and their 
inventions. We praise and honour scientists because their  
i _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ are u _ _ _ _ _ to us. But sometimes a 
scientist may f _ _ _ a truth about Nature that may not _ _ 
liked by some people. This is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of our ignorance,  
_ _ prejudice. In olden days, scientists even got _ _ _ _ trouble 
for finding _ _ _ truths. Galileo was an Italian a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ . He got into trouble for telling some _ _ _ _ _ _ about the 
heavenly bodies.

***

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



33

POEM 
SPRING

Pre-reading task :

Spring comes after winter. There are a lot of changes in  
Nature. You have studied about spring in other poems.

Tell your partner what you know about the spring season.

Spring, the sweet spring, is the year’s pleasant king, 
Then blooms each thing, then maids dance in a ring, 
Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing: 
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

The palm and may make country houses gay, 
Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe all day, 
And we hear aye birds tune this merry lay: 
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!
	
The fields breathe sweet, the daisies kiss our feet, 
Young lovers meet, old wives a-sunning sit, 
In every street these tunes our ears do greet: 
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to witta-woo!
Spring, the sweet spring!

- Thomas Nashe
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Glossary :

doth	 -	 does 

		  ay, aye / e I /adv. old use or poetical,  
		  always, continually (Scottish English)

may	 - 	 hawthorn flower

hawthorn	 -	 a type of tree with red or white flowers  
		  which often grows beside country  
		  roads, and has red berries in autumn

tune (v)	 -	 begin to sing

tunes (v)	 -	 a Series of musical notes, one after  
		  another, that produce a pleasing  
		  pattern of sound

gay	 -	 cheerful

lay	 -	 short narrative poem. In this context,  
		  short song

frisk	 -	 jump and run about playfully

Exercises

1.	 Talk to your partner about the description of spring 
in the poem. Write down what you say. 

a.	 Why does the poet consider spring “as the year’s most 
pleasant season”?

b.	 Describe the streets of the town in spring.
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c.	 In autumn, ripe paddy fields give out a sweet smell. 
Can you think of a plant or a tree that breathes sweet 
in spring?

2.	 In the poem the poet tells us about the pleasant 
experiences of the senses in spring. Find examples 
of the senses of sight, smell, touch and sound. Tell 
your friend which example you like most. Write 6 to 
8 sentences about what we can see, hear, smell and 
feel in spring.

3.	 Writing :

Work with your partner and do this exercise-

“If Winter _ _ _ _ _ can Spring _ _ far behind”? This is _ _ 
English proverb. It says, "Don’t worry that difficult _ _ _ _ 
has come. Pleasant days will follow. In this poem _ _ _ _ _ _ is 
over. _ _ _ _ _ _ has come. The poet is excited _ _ the changes  
it _ _ _ brought with it. He brings out the pleasant experiences 
of the senses in the spring.

4.	 Read the poem ̀ ` ªÀ̧ ÀAvÀ §AzÀ, IÄvÀÄUÀ¼À gÁd vÁ §AzÀ'' by ©.JA.²æÃ.  

***
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UNIT – 4

FRIEND IN NEED
Pre-reading task : 
Listening and Speaking:
Listen to what your teacher says and then answer his/
her questions.

Boys and girls, when they become friends, help one 
another. Imagine that a boy is in trouble. What will his friend 
do? Will he just walk away? 

No, he will stay with his friend and help him. Now, tell  
me  has any one of you helped your friend at any time?

There are stories about animals who become friends and 
help one another.

Now. I will give you hints for two very short stories. Use 
these hints and you tell me the stories.
a.	 lion	 -	 sleep	 -	 mouse	 -	 disturb	 -	 not kill	

lion	 -	 net	 -	 roar	 -	 mouse	 -	 cut	 -	 save
b.	 bird	 -	 hunter	 -	 arrow	 -	 ant	 -	 bit	 -	 save
	 ant	 -	 river	 -	 bird	 -	 leaf	 -	 save
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1. 	Sage Durvasa had taught Kunti a Mantra. It was a 
secret verse to invoke the Gods. When invoked, they 
would appear before her and bless her with sons equal 
to themselves in glory. The young Kunti was at that 
time waiting for her Swayamvara. But she had out of 
curiosity invoked Surya, the Sun God. He had blessed 
her with a child – a child who would prove to be the 
greatest of all heroes. 

2. 	With the baby in her arms, Kunti wondered, “How 
will I explain the child? Who will believe me?” With a 
heavy heart, she placed the baby in a basket and set 
it afloat on the river Ganga. He grew up in Adiratha's 
house and became a hero called Karna.

3. 	“War is near,” Krishna said. “Your sons will fight 
against their cousins. There will be much bloodshed.”

4. 	Kunti was deeply disturbed. The Pandavas would 
fight against the Kauravas and Karna was on  
Duryodhana’s side!  Karna would fight against his  
brothers. Perhaps kill them or be killed himself. He was  
her precious first born whom she had never  
acknowledged, never fondled with a mother’s love. 
Tears of despair welled up in her eyes. Kunti made 
up her mind to tell Karna the truth. That was the 
only way to persuade him to leave Duryodhana and 
to fight on the side of the Pandavas. With Karna gone,  
Duryodhana would be weaker in strength and spirit.  
The Pandavas would be able to vanquish him with 
ease. This was the right time for Karna to learn the 
secret of his birth.

5. 	Kunti hurried to the banks of the Ganga, where she 
knew Karna would be at his morning prayers. Karna 
was standing in the river as Kunti had expected. He 
was facing the east, with his eyes closed.
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6. 	Kunti waited. Karna opened his eyes. He was  
surprised to see Kunti. He bowed to her respectfully 
and greeted her.

7. 	“Oh Karna! My son, my son!” she wept, as she  
related the story of his birth. He was her son, she said, 
amid tears. He was her son, a prince of noble blood 
of the house of Pandu. He was the child of Surya the  
Sun–God, whom he had worshipped a moment  
earlier. He was her first child, the eldest of the 
Pandavas. Arjuna was his brother; Yudhishthira, 
Bhima, Nakula, Sahadeva all were his brothers.

8. 	“It is the Pandavas you should lead, not Duryodhana’s 
armies. Leave them. Come now! Join your brothers, 
defend them against the Kauravas. My heart has been 
heavy within me all these years. Bring me peace now.”

9.	 Karna embraced his mother gently and wiped away 
her tears. He spoke to her in sad, gentle words.  
“Indeed I am a prince, son of Kunti, born to Surya. 
But Adiratha raised me. Adiratha gave me a father’s 
care and gave me his name. Radha is my mother. She  
lavished love and affection on me. She shared my  
infant joys and sorrows and proudly watched me grow 
into manhood. When Krupa challenged me to reveal 
my parentage at the tournament, you could have 
saved me, mother! If only you had revealed the truth 
then, perhaps things would have been different now."

10.	“Son, son!” with tear-filled eyes, Kunti protested.  
Karna said, “It was Duryodhana then, who befriended 
me and stood by me. He rebuked Bhima when he flung 
hot words at me. To Duryodhana it did not matter 
that I was a mere charioteer’s son. He gave me wealth, 
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a kingdom, power, armies – more than that, he gave 
me friendship, a lifelong friendship. Mother, would I 
be an honourable man if I deserted him now? Would I 
be worthy to be a warrior if I deserted the Kauravas to 
join the Pandavas? Would that be right? Would it be 
just? Would it become of Karna?”

11.	Karna’s smile was tinged with sadness. It was a  
difficult choice but he did not hesitate to make 
it. He held honour, duty and friendship above  
everything else. “Would I not be a traitor and a cheat if I  
desert him now?” he said. Kunti had no answer; she 
was heartbroken. She bent her head in sorrow.

Glossary :
sage	 -	 a holy man

mantra	 -	 a holy saying

invoke	 -	 to make a request especially to god

glory	 -	 greatness

wonder (v)	 -	 desire to know something; feel curious.

disturbed	 -	 got confused

fondle	 -	 show love (of a mother)

persuade	 -	 make someone act/do something argue, beg

hurry (v)	 -	 move quickly

heavy heart	 -	 sad

raise	 -	 bring up (a child)

lavish (v)	 -	 give something generously

rebuke	 -	 scold
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Come let us talk about this story :

1.	 Say to the partner, sitting next to you, whether the 
following ideas are true or not true.  Quote words 
from the text to justify  your answer.

a.	 Kunti was happy after begetting her first child.  
(T / NT)

b.	 It was the Pandavas who did not treat Karna kindly.  
(T / NT)

c.	 Kunti was right in asking Karna to join the Pandavas. 
(T / NT)

d.	 Karna was sad but he was determined to fight on his 
friend’s side. (T / NT)

2.	 Speak to your partner about the points raised in 
these questions. Write down what you say.

a.	 What had Durvasa taught Kunti?

b.	 Whom did Kunti invoke?

c.	 What was Kunti blessed with?

d.	 What did Kunti do with the child?

e.	 Why was Kunti disturbed?

f.	 When did Kunti meet Karna to reveal the truth?

g.	 Why did Karna refuse to leave Duryodhana?

h.	 What did Kunti plead with Karna?

i.	 Did Karna become a traitor?
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3.	 Discuss with your friend and write down the answers 
to the following questions in two or three sentences 
each.

a.	 What did Krishna tell Kunti?

b.	 Why did Karna dislike the Pandavas?

c.	 How did Duryodhana help Karna?

4.	 Read the following sentences. Discuss with your 
friend and answer the questions that follow.

a.	 “Would I not be a traitor and a cheat, if I deserted him 
now?”

	 i.	 Who is the “I”?

	 ii.	 Who was this person speaking to?

	 iii.	 What was the answer?

b.	 “It is the Pandavas you should lead, not Duryodhana’s 
armies. Leave them.” 

	 i.	 Who said this?

	 ii.	 To whom was it said?

	 iii.	 Why did she say this?

c.	 “Your sons will fight against their cousins. There will 
be much bloodshed.”

	 i.	 Who does the phrase “Your sons” refer to?

	 ii.	 Who said this?

	 iii.	 Who will fight against whom?
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Vocabulary :

5.	 The words in the box given below mean “a large 
number of”

For example, “a shoal of fish” refers to a large group of fish 
swimming together. Discuss with your friend and complete 
the following phrases with suitable words from the box.

	bunch;	 group;	 flight;	   galaxy;
	 posse;	 bundle;	 fleet;	   parliament;			
	 swarm;	 pride;	 colony;	   giggle

1.	a ____________ of constables.	 7.	 a ____________ of steps.
2.	a ____________ of stars.	 8.	 a ____________ of ships.

3.	a ____________ of bees.	 9. 	 a ____________ of sticks.

4.	a ____________ of people.	 10.	a ____________ of keys.

5.	a ____________ of girls.	 11.	a ____________ of ants.

6.	a ____________ of owls.	 12.	a ____________ of lions.

6.	 Strike off the words in the box below that are not 
suitable.

Karna made a choice not to desert the Kauravas to join 
the Pandavas.

This shows that he held ____________ above everything else.

thoughtfulness, hard work, honour, kindness, duty, 
efficiency, honesty, friendship, pride
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Focus on grammar - Prepositions

7.	 Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions in the 
following sentences.

a.	 Kunti sat ________ the bank looking _______ Karna 
as he stood ________ the river meditating __________ 
Surya. 

b.	 Karna came up _________ the river and touched Kunti’s 
feet.

c.	 “You look very much worried, O, Great One, you have 
never spoken ___________ me before,” said Karna.

d.	 “I will do whatever I can __________ you. Tell me how I 
can help you.”

Speaking :

8.	 Say the following sentences clearly but as quickly 
as you can.

a.	 I feel a feel a funny feel, a funny feel I feel, if you feel 
the feel I feel, you will feel the feel I feel.

b.	 His striving for perfection with constant preparation 
and determination was not only his obsession but his 
passion.

Pronunciation
	 Note : In words ending with ‘___tion’ and ‘____ssion’, the 

stress falls on the last but one syllable, e.g. de.ter.mi.' na.tion,  
ob.'se.ssion  etc.  Put the stress on the vowel sound, not the  
consonant sound.
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Writing :

IX.	 Do you want your friends to know you better? Then, 
write a paragraph about yourself. You could write 
about yourself from any point of view, or choose one 
of the following topics.

a.	 Your ambition

b.	 Things you enjoy doing most

c.	 Your hobby.

After you have finished your composition affix your photo 
on the sheet and display it on the wall. Read other students' 
compositions and appreciate their good qualities. Did you 
understand someone else better after reading his / her piece?

Work with your partner, and do the exercise given below 

The Mahabharata is an epic of ancient India. In one part 
of this _ _ _ _ a strange m _ _ _ _ _ _ takes place between a 
mother and her _ _ _ . It is heart-breaking to _ _ _ _ of them. 
But the _ _ _ _ _ _ is determined to _ _ _ a favour of her son. 
The _ _ _ sadly tells _ _ _ he cannot oblige her.

Read this story to find out _ _ _ the mother must tell  
_ _ _ , for the very first _ _ _ _ , who she really is; _ _ _ _ favour 
_ _ _ asks of him; does she, or does she not f _ _ _ justified in 
asking the f _ _ _ _ _; and what the son tells her in r _ _ _ _ .

***
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POEM

RAIN IN SUMMER

Pre-reading task :

	 Have you experienced heavy rains? On the west coast, 
it rains heavily for days together.

1. What do people do when it rains heavily?

2. Do they sit inside their houses?

3. Do they go out and work?

4. Do they enjoy working in the rain?

Discuss in groups.

How beautiful is the rain!
After the dust and heat,
In the broad and fiery street,
In the narrow lane,
How beautiful is the rain!
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How it clatters along the roofs,
Like the tramp of hoofs
How it gushes and struggles out
From the throat of the overflowing spout!

Across the window-pane
It pours and pours;
And swift and wide,
With a muddy tide,
Like a river down the gutter roars
The rain, the welcome rain!

- H.W. Longfellow

Glossary :

fiery	 -	 looking like fire, hot and bright,  
		  flaming

clatter	 -	 make rapid, short, knocking  
		  sounds

hoof	 -	 horn-like part of an animal's foot,  
		  here the horse's

tramp	 -	 sound of heavy footsteps, here 	
		  footsteps of running horses

spout	 -	 pipe  to throw out water from the  
		  roof

gutter	 -	 channels at the sides of a road 	
		  to carry away rain water.

tide	 -	 swift flow.
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Exercises 

1.	 Talk to your partner about these points in the poem. 
Give him / her your reasons for what you say. Write 
down what you say.
a.	 The poet says it was dusty and hot. What was dusty  
		 and hot? What does the rain do?
b.	 The poet is watching the rain from his portico. (true  
		 / not true)
c.	 When do raindrops clatter on the roof?
		 1.	 Whenever heavy raindrops fall.
		 2.	 When it is drizzling steadily.
		 3.	 When there is a heavy downpour.
d.	 The clatter sounds like a tramp of hoofs. So we may  
		 say that the poet's house has
		 1.	 a tiled roof
		 2.	 a tin roof	
		 3.	 a reinforced concrete roof
		 4.	 a thatched roof.
e.	 Where does the rain water flow? How does it flow?
f.	 Why does the poet welcome the rain?

2.	 Explain the meaning of  the following phrases to your 
partner :
	a.	 fiery street	 b. 	 gush and struggle out.

3.	 Imagine what Longfellow saw, heard, felt, smelt and 
thought. Tell that to your partner. Write down what 
you say. Begin like this 

	 The sun was hot. There was dust everywhere. Suddenly 
there was the sound of the raindrops. With that came 
the smell of the hot earth ............................................
..........................................................
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4.	 The poet uses two similes. Tell your partner why you 
like them, or do not like them.

Writing :

5. 	 Imagine for a moment what a heavy down pour does 
to the city slum-dwellers. Write six sentences about 
their woes.

6.	 A long phrase is given below. Some words are 
incomplete. Complete them.

	 The beautifully   _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ing,  _ _ _ _ ing,  _ _ _ _ ing, 
_ _ _ _ ing,   welcome rain ! 

Ask your partner what words go in the blanks in the pas-
sage given below, and write them down.

Imagine, for a moment, an Indian farmer, sitting in his  
f _ _ _ _ and looking up at a  _ _ _ _ _ less sky. He would be 
shading his eyes from the bright sunlight with his _ _ _ _ and 
wondering _ _ _ _ _ have all the clouds _ _ _ _ .

When it _ _ _ _ _ , it will water the parched and cracked 
earth and ready it for tilling. It gives life for the dying  
_ _ _ _ _ . The _ _ _ _ _ _ will be happy.

But in this poem, you will see a different kind of _ _ _ _ _ _, 
a city dweller. He is standing at the _ _ _ _ _ _ of his study, 
watching the _ _ _ _ outside. He says rain is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 

***
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UNIT – 5

SELF–RELIANCE 
Answer each of these questions in two or more  
sentences.

a.	 Is there a hero, or antihero in you?

b.	 Is he noble or ignoble?

c.	 Is he helpful, or dangerous? 

d.	 When the hero in you wants to come out, do you 
usually suppress him or allow him to come out?

e.	 Find out an animal in this book that feels ashamed of 
itself.

f.	 Find the poem `` ¤£ÀUÉ ¤Ã£ÉÃ  UÉ¼ÉAiÀÄ, ¤£ÀUÉ ¤Ã£ÉÃ'' by 
Gopalakrishna Adiga, and read it. 
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1.	 That morning I had lost all hopes of my future. I went 
out and sat under a tree in a field in a dejected mood. 
To divert myself I began to watch a kid riding a bicycle 
at a distance. He must be practising, I thought. Then 
when I looked away for a moment, I heard a scream. 
I did not know what had happened, but the kid had 
fallen into a ditch, and he was screaming. The boy’s 
bicycle was also in a bad shape.

2.	 I went to help him. “No, thanks,” the kid replied, 
“I can help myself.” He seemed to be a self-reliant 
child. He did not want others to show mercy on him.

3.	 He picked up the broken bicycle and limped back to 
his house.

4.	 “If this child can do this, you can also be a self-reliant 
person, can’t you?” I actually heard someone whisper 
this in my mind. Grace seemed to have descended on 
me. I felt a strong urge to deal with my problems, my 
depression and my negative thoughts.

5.	 I went home and picked up a book 
to read. It was Thus Spake  
Swami Vivekananda. On the 
page I opened, these lines  
appeared, “Once when a disciple 
pleaded his helplessness with 
Swami Vivekananda, Swamiji 
thundered, “What nonsense are 
you talking? Within you lies  
indomitable power. Only thinking 
I am nothing, I am nothing, you 
have become powerless.” It is just escapism to say 
“I am so miserable.” Every man has his burden to bear.

6.	 Swami Vivekananda did not suffer fools.
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7. 	If you are miserable try to conquer your misery and 
try to be calm. Stand up. Be bold. Be strong. Do not 
be a weakling. Take all your responsibilities on your 
shoulders and know that you are the creator of your 
own destiny.

8.	 It is a big error to feel helpless. All the strength and 
success you want is within you.

9.	 If we cannot help ourselves, there is none to help us. 
To think that there is someone is sweet delusion. This 
is the greatest lesson we should learn. 

10.	None else can help you, friend, get a hold on yourself. 
Then stand up. Don’t be afraid. In the midst of all 
miseries and all weakness let the self come out, faint 
and imperceptible though it be at first.

Glossary :
spake	 –	 (old use or poetic) past tense of speak
scream (n)	 –	 very loud, high pitched cry
ditch	 –	 long narrow channel cut into the  
		  ground
grace	 –	 the mercy of God
indomitable	 –	 (adj)  too strong to be discouraged
self-reliance	 –	 ability to do things by yourself
thunder	 –	 (verb) say something loudly, forcefully
conquer	 –	 take complete control
escapism	 –	 not facing reality, running away from  
		  reality
suffer	 –	 tolerate, bear with
sweet delusion	 –	 imagination, dreaming
impercetible	 -	 gradual

    
    

    
    

 @
KTBS 

NOT TO BE R
EPUBLIS

HED



52

Talking about the text :

1.	 Discuss these questions with your partner and write 
down the answers.

a.	 Why did the kid scream?

b.	 How do you know that the kid is self-reliant?

c.	 Who is the creator of your destiny?

d.	 What advice did Swami Vivekananda give his  
disciples?

e.	 What is escapism?

f.	 Is feeling helpless always a form of escapism?

Vocabulary and dictionary work :
2.	 We think of some human qualities as positive and 

some others as negative. For example ‘love’ as we 
all agree, is a positive quality.

Tick against each noun given below in the appropriate 
column. Use a good dictionary if you have to.

Quality Positive Negative

love 

honesty

jealousy

courage

pride
viciousness
tolerance
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selfishness

nobility

malice

cowardice

gratefulness

helplessness

3.	 Give the full forms of 

won’t	 -
weren’t	 -
couldn’t	 -
shouldn’t	 -
you’d	 -
he’s	 -
I’ll	 -
who’ll	 -
we’d	 -
don’t	 -

4.	 Spelling :

	 What is common in the following groups of words?
a.	 knee, knife, knot, know _________________

b.	 neighbour, daughter, fight, straight _________________

c.	 honest, honour, hour, heir ___________________
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	 Now you write down some more words with silent letters.

5.	 Focus on Grammar : 

Phrases and Idioms 

Use a dictionary to identify the meaning of the idiom or 
phrase italicized in each sentence below. Write down the 
meaning in each case.

a.	 The rear wheels got stuck in the mud.

b.	 She stuck her tongue out at the snake in the zoo!

c.	 The journey was long and hot and they had no drinking 
water, but they stuck it out cheerfully.

d.	 We got stuck in a traffic jam for almost an hour.

e.	 He didn’t want to be stuck with strangers during the 
trip.

6.	 Writing :

Imagine you got lost in the middle of a forest; you had no 
food, no water to drink.  Write about the things that happened 
to you, and the things you did when you were wandering in 
the forest.

***
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POEM 

Pre-reading task :

Are you happy? What makes you happy? Discuss with 
your partner and make a list of five objects which make you 
happy. Discuss how they make you happy.

Piping down the valleys wild,
   Piping songs of pleasant glee,
On a cloud I saw a child,
   And he laughing said to me:—

PIPING DOWN THE VALLEYS WILD
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“Pipe a song about a lamb:”
   So I piped with merry cheer.
“Piper, pipe that song again:”
   So I piped: he wept to hear.

“Drop thy pipe, thy happy pipe,
   Sing thy songs of happy cheer!”
So I sang the same again,
   While he wept with joy to hear.

	
“Piper, sit thee down and write
   In a book, that all may read—”
So he vanished from my sight;
   And I plucked a hollow reed,

And I made a rural pen,
   And I stained the water clear,
And I wrote my happy songs
   Every child may joy to hear.

- William Blake

Glossary :
valley	 -	 the low land lying between hills or  
		  mountains, often with a river flowing	
		  through it

pipe 	 -	 a musical instrument with holes  
		  played by blowing

piping 	 -	 playing on the pipe

merry	 -	 joyous
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cheer	 -	 state of hope and gladness

wept	 -	 shed tears

thy	 -	 your

thee	 -	 you

vanish	 -	 disappear

pluck	 -	 pull away

glee	 -	 feeling very happy

reed	 -	 hollow stem of a plant

to celebrate	 -	 to praise

joy   (verb)	 -	 rejoice

Talking about the poem :
1.	 Read the following questions and tell the answers 

to your partner. Sometimes you will have to give 
reasons for what you say. Write down what you say.

a.	 In the first two stanzas of the poem you see two  
people. Who are they? Are they happy or sad? How 
can you say?

b.	 The child saw the piper first. (True/not true). How do 
you know? Is the child a boy or a girl?

c.	 The child had heard the piper piping below. (True/not 
true)

d.	 Why did the piper pipe with merry cheer?

e.	 The child liked the song the piper piped. (True/not 
true)
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f.	 “And I wrote my happy songs,” says the poet. What 
did he wish to happen?

g.	 We have enjoyed this poem, haven’t we? Give reasons 
for your answer.

h.	 There are two incidents that can happen only in 
 someone’s dream. Skim the poem and find them.

i.	 Why does only the child speak to the piper, not the 
piper to the child?

j.	 The child hears the piper piping and the piper, the 
child speaking (True/not true)

k.	 Does the poet praise the quality of innocence? Skim 
the poem and find two symbols of innocence.

Writing :
Work with your partner and do the exercise given below.

This poem is an expression of simple joys of life. It is a 

celebration of innocence. It _ _ _ a dream-like quality. You 

will _ _ _ two incidents that can happen _ _ _ _ in someone’s 

dream. There is joyous activity here. A piper catches the fancy 

of a  _ _ _ _ _. The child _ _ _ _ on asking him to do things one 

after the _ _ _ _ _. He does _ _ _ _, good-humouredly.

***
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NOTE
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NOTE
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